"A GOOD ENDING9'

"There is a growing school of public opinion in India which is
convinced that the Princes are beyond reform^ and that there
would be no free India unless this 'relic of a barbaric past^
is done away with. I honestly differ from them and as a
believer in non-violence and, therefore, in the goodness of hu-
man nature, I could not do otherwise. They have a place in
India."

Gandhiji issued the following statement to the Press after
breaking his fast {March 7):

In my opinion, this good ending is an answer to
the prayers of millions. I claim to know my mil-
lions. All the 24 hours of the day I am with them.
They are my first care and last, because I recognize no
God except the God that is to be found in the hearts of
the dumb millions. They do not recognize His pre-
sence; I do. And I worship the God that is Truth or
Truth "which is God through the service of these millions.

But I also know I had the prayers and sympathy of
others all the -world over. And there was a persistent
effort of the intelligentsia in order to bring about an
honourable understanding and a speedy end of this fast.
Englishmen have co-operated as well as Indians. Poli-
tically speaking, it is His Excellency the Viceroy "who is
responsible for the settle;ment.

I know Englishmen do not understand the method
of fast, especially on what "would appear to be a purely
political issue. They often feel disgusted with. such me-
thod. I know also there are Indians -who do not appre-
ciate the method of fast. I hope, when I am strong;,
to write about The Past Method/  because over 50
years3 experience has convinced xne that in the plan of
satyagraha it has a definite place.